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Illustration  
by Olivia Matias ‘19 
2018/2019 
School Theme 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels  
and Mother of the Americas. 
We fly to you today as your beloved children. 
We ask you to intercede for us with your Son,  
as you did at the wedding in Cana. 
 
Pray for us, loving Mother, 
and gain for our nation and world, 
and for all our families and loved ones, 
the protection of your holy angels, 
that we may be spared the worst of this illness. 
 
For those already afflicted, 
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. 
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful, 
wipe away their tears and help them to trust. 
 
In this time of trial and testing, 
teach all of us in the Church to love one another  
and to be patient and kind. 
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our 
hearts. 
 
We come to you with confidence, 
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother, 
health of the sick and cause of our joy. 
 
Shelter us under the mantle of your protection, 
keep us in the embrace of your arms, 
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen. 

Now, more than ever we remind you that, “For with God, 

nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37) and we invite you to 

pray the prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe shown below in 

the wake of this global pandemic.   

 

And, now more than ever, your contribution to the Annual 

Fund will provide  St. Mary School with the funds necessary 

to continue our mission of  providing a  premier Catholic  

education to our children. 
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Dear Friends of St. Mary School, 
 
What makes St. Mary School so special?  Is it our beautiful facility, the talented and caring teachers 
and staff, the rich and robust learning and development opportunities provided to students, or the  
legacy of our history of volunteer engagement and donor support that enrich our sense of community? 
 
Arguably, it is all of the above.  However, without donors and volunteers sharing their wealth of time, 
talent, and treasure, St. Mary School would not be the community which we thrive in today. 
 
St. Mary School relies on the generosity of our donors – alumni, parents, grandparents, employees 
and friends of SMS – to sustain a quality Catholic education. 
 
With your help, we continue to deliver on our shared goal that St. Mary School remains an outstanding 
school.  We gratefully acknowledge each of our contributors who have given in support of St. Mary 
School’s mission, ensuring that, in partnership with family, church and community, we can provide a 
quality Catholic education that is focused on faith, academics, service and personal development from 
preschool through eighth grade to influence a rapidly changing world. 
 
Imagine the difference YOU can make in the life of one or many of our children.  There is no better 
Investment than money spent on a child’s Catholic education.  Studies document the effectiveness 
and quality of a Catholic school education.  Students who receive a Catholic education are more likely 
as adults to be active leaders in their parish church and community and to educate their children in 
Catholic schools.   
 
St. Mary School influences the minds of tomorrow’s leaders.  Your gift to the Annual Fund secures the 
foundation of Catholic education and builds a legacy that passes on our Catholic faith to the next gen-
eration.  Your gift, no matter the size, WILL make a difference!  Giving is not just about making a dona-
tion; it’s about making a difference. 
 
Thank you for giving of yourselves to enrich the educational experience of all our students – from our 
youngest learners to our eighth grade leaders.  You are making a profound and lasting impact on our 
students and creating a robust learning community at St. Mary School, and for that, we are grateful! 
 
In faith and with God’s blessings, 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Steven P. Hogan 
St. Mary School Principal 

We want to hear from alumni! 

Connect with us on Facebook 

and at www.smrschool.org 

Illustration by Megan Poloff 
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It Was a JERSEY FRESH School Year! 

St. Mary School is nestled among 
farms abundant with eggplant, 
sweet potatoes, tomatoes, kale, 
strawberries, corn and so many 
other vegetables and fruits.  A 
number of our school families are 
farming families.  It is important 
that the children understand what 
farming means to our community 
and area.  It is important that our 
children understand the hard work 
and dedication of a farmer.  
Through the generosity of the 
Flaim family, the St. Mary School 
preschool has been fortunate to 
incorporate 
“Farm to 
Preschool” 
in their cur-
riculum. 
 
One of the 
first activi-
ties the 
children enjoyed with Jersey Fresh 
produce was an apple tasting.  The 
children began learning about their 
five senses with beautiful red, yel-
low and green apples grown right 
here in South Jersey.  The children 
made observations and compari-
sons by touching, smelling, tasting 
and listening to the crunch.  After 
comparing and tallying up the re-
sults, the red apple seemed to be 
the favorite in Pre-K3 but Pre-K4 
preferred yellow. 
 
Fruits and vegetables have been 
used to work on beginning letter 
sounds.  A is for apple, B is broccoli 
and H is for harvest.  We covered 
colors with red and blue berries, 

Fresh bulletin boards could be 
found in the preschool hall dis-
playing  the  children’s’ art and 
fine motor skills with cut out pa-
per apples, painted paper plate 
pumpkins, 
tissue pa-
per corn 
cobs, 
dotted 
strawber-
ries and 
pretty jer-
sey toma-
toes.  The 
Jersey 
Fresh sign 
has become very familiar to our 
students.  Throughout the pre-
school the children have had the 
opportunity to snack on berries, 
grapes, apples and tomatoes.  
They had sliced cucumbers, car-
rots and peppers to enjoy with 
dip and peanut butter. 
 
The children compared a variety 
of tomatoes and had a tomato 
tasting.  They learned that cauli-
flower comes in colors, and Domi-
nic is the only preschooler that 
likes beets.  They have observed 
and compared a variety of seeds 
and learned that root vegetables 
grow under the ground and the 
foliage above ground is not eaten. 

orange carrots, purple eggplant, 
green peppers and yellow squash. 
Our Jersey Fresh fruits and veggies 
played a big part in our art classes.  
The children painted with an ear of 
corn, carrots and peppers. They 
made apple prints and used beet 
juice as paint.  Mr. Flaim donated 
very large pumpkins to decorate 
the entrance of the preschool. 

Pumpkins were used to work on 
math.  They counted the number of 
rib lines on their pumpkins and 
measured their pumpkins to find 
the largest and the smallest.  For 
science, the  
classes explored “What’s Inside 
a Pumpkin?”  The children 
learned new vocabulary words 
like pulp and rind.  We roasted 
pumpkin seeds and everyone 
had a taste.  Jersey  

Robert Flaim III is pictured with eggplant pro-
duced by his family’s farm, Flaim Farms, in this 
photo from September, 2019.  Photo by Debo-
rah M. Marko, courtesy of The (Vineland)  
Daily Journal. All rights reserved. 

By, Mrs. Marianne Lilley 
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Alumni Spotlight  

The children planted a hydroponic 
garden that is still growing and 
learned the parts of a plant.   
We have taken advantage of  
Mr. Flaim’s sharing spirit and  
exposed the preschoolers to so 
many fruits and veggies. In June 
‘19 the children had the good  
fortune to visit the Flaim family 
farm just minutes away from  
St. Mary School.  Following 
a brief prayer service thanking God 
for the children, the beautiful day 
and the gifts the farm brings to us, 
the children boarded the hay  
wagon for a tractor ride to visit 
Alex the horse, exploring rows of 
freshly planted kale, eggplant, bok 
choy and taking a minute to stop 
and smell the mint on the way. 
 
What better way to learn then to 
see it, feel it, taste it, smell it and 
even hear it.  What a wonderful 
JERSEY FRESH YEAR! 

Preschoolers weren’t the only ones to learn a little about farming.  Here is 

our first grade class at a NJ farm learning about  gardening and they got to 

pick their own  strawberries.  

St. Mary School alumni often come 

back to share their stories, accom-

plishments, to volunteer or just to say 

hello.  Pictured on the top right, is 

Mick Kirchman ‘13 who came back to  

St. Mary School in April to share with 

middle school students how St. Mary 

School prepared him for the challeng-

es of Drexel University’s Architectural 

Degree  program.  Mick brought with 

him his drawings, prints, computer  

designs, models and some great  

advice on being prepared.   

 

The bottom three photos are of alumni 

Donny Fiocchi ‘69, Deputy Chief of 

Vineland Fire Company #5.  Donny 

assisted the 8th grade students with 

their egg drop experiment.  Students 

worked in teams to build a contraption 

that would protect an egg from a great 

fall.  2019 graduates Miranda Holder 

and Drew Coyle are shown above 

proudly holding their egg that survived 

the 100 foot drop from the firetruck 

ladder.  
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It’s All in the Family 
The St. Mary School family that is! 

Since 1959, St. Mary School has been filled with local families.  From 
the teachers and staff to the students, someone is bound to be related 
to someone. 
 
The photos are counter clockwise from the top left looping down, then 
across,  then up to top right. They represent the families that are here 
now, were here years before and are here to stay for the distant future.  
 
Emily & Avery Marolda (dad/husband Rich is a ‘94 graduate) and Annie 
(Fiocchi) class of ’96 & Mia Mehlinger during the first grade class trip to 
Johnson’s Farm.  Next we have Debbie Franceschini class of ‘75 and  
current School Board Vice Chair with niece Julianna at the 2019 Spirit 
of St. Mary Awards in which Debbie was a recipient.  Kascianna      
Corona ‘17 poses with her 8th grade brother Vinnie at a Spirit Rally.  
Then, there is proud grandmother, Mrs. Theresa Bifulco with her two 
grandchildren Gemma and Christopher Venturi during Ethnic Lunch.  
Gemma and Christopher’s parents, Lisa and Christopher, Sr. are 2001 
graduates. NJ State Senator Michael Testa is seen with his daughter 
Sarah; Tyler (Malench) Nelson class of 2000 with her son Liam in   
Preschool. At the very bottom of the page is our faculty and staff family 
getting ready for a volleyball game against the 8th grade class during 
the Catholic Schools’ Week Spirit Rally.  Lauren and Matteo DeBello 
are showing off the luscious strawberries they picked; Stephanie (PTA 
President & Paul Wright then Patrick & Lauren McGrory enjoy the  
Mexican fair during Ethnic Lunch.  Kellie and Annalise Pustizzi (dad/
husband is a 2000 graduate) share a smile during Catholic Schools 
Week; David Franceschini class of ’98 with daughter Julianna and son 
David after Mr. Franceschini visited during a Fire Safety Month presen-
tation.  Finally, we have Francesca, Juliana and Nico Collini during the  
traditional 8th grade Last Will and Testament Ceremony in June.  
 

St. Mary School is a family tradition and a tradition that is here to stay.  
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With endless lessons and chapters being taught 

to them, it's easy for students to have difficulty 

studying and memorizing all of the information 

they’re given. It makes it even harder to learn if 

the student doesn’t write in cursive handwriting. 

The areas of the brain that control thinking, lan-

guage, and working memory are proven to have 

increased development by writing in cursive. 

Cursive writing activates parts of the brain that 

printing doesn’t and should be taught in all 

schools.  

 

For children who struggle with reading and writ-

ing disabilities, the benefits of writing in cursive 

are endless. The flow of letters that cursive  

provides improves memorization and is  

especially useful for people with dyslexia.  

Dyslexia is a learning disability that makes it 

difficult for those who have it to read, spell, and 

comprehend vocabulary.  The way that cursive 

strings together letters is proven to help  

dyslexics to detect letters.  

 

Even for children without learning disabilities, 

cursive can have its benefits in education. The 

act of writing in cursive synchronizes both sides 

of the brain for increased understanding of their 

school work. Studies by the College Board show 

that students who wrote in cursive on the writing 

portion of the SAT scored higher than those who 

didn’t. This test supports the fact that the  

efficiency of cursive writing allows students to 

have more time to complete and to fully under-

stand the tasks they have been given. 

 

 Despite the proven benefits of cursive, many 

people still believe that cursive writing is unbene-

ficial and should be taken out of schools. Many 

people argue that because cursive writing is not 

included in the Common Core State Standards, it 

should not be taught. However, only what is  

easily tested in school can be included in the 

Common Core State Standards. It is difficult to 

measure certain subjects such as handwriting 

and spelling. People also argue that cursive is 

useless in this age of technology, and children   

should only be taught how to type. Keyboarding 

is important in today’s society, but it does not 

need to substitute for cursive. Both forms of 

writing have their benefits and neither one 

needs to be taken out of schools.  

 

Now that everything is online, it is easy to lose 

track of how important writing can be.  Cursive 

writing is an extremely useful task that stimu-

lates the brain unlike any other form of writing.  

It benefits students who may be struggling with 

learning disabilities or comprehension of their 

schoolwork. Due to its speed, efficiency, and 

improvements to education, cursive writing has 

many advantages and should be taught in all 

schools.   

 

Southern Living. “5 Reasons Why Everyone Should Know 
Cursive.” Web.  https://www.southernliving.com/culture/
cursive-writing.  
“Is Cursive Dead?” The New York Times. Web. https://
www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/04/30/should-
schools-require-children-to-learn-cursive/the-benefits-of-

Should Cursive Writing be 
Taught in All Schools? 

by, Julia Tola ‘20 

Our schools are throwing away important curricu-

lum because it is thought to be less important 

than other topics in the curriculum. One thing that 

schools are getting rid of is the teaching of cursive 

handwriting.  There are several reasons why  

cursive writing should not be eliminated in 

schools. It is used in legal documents and  

payments, it improves academic performance, 

and it strengthens memory. Cursive handwriting 

should be taught in all schools. 

 

The first reason  why cursive should be taught is 

working with legal documents. A cursive signature 

is most likely always required for signing or writing 

legal documents. Cursive handwriting is also 

needed for writing and signing checks or a type of 

payment. A signature should always be done in 

cursive. Students who don’t learn cursive are  

 

Cursive Should Continue To 

Be Taught In All Schools  

by, Sophia Cucuru ‘20 

shown to risk being successful in working with legal 

documents because they are not able to sign it. A 

bigger issue can show how someone could  

incorrectly interpret a document if it is written in  

cursive and the person would “go with it” because 

they can’t read cursive. Another point states that all 

legal documents in our history were written in cursive. 

Future generations will be unable to interpret the 

writing in these documents.  

 

Learning cursive is shown to improve academic  

performance. It is a cognitive development that helps 

students reason, problem solve, conceptualize, and 

make decisions. Cognitive development is how  

children think, explore, and learn to figure things out. 

A national survey that included 612 elementary 

school teachers revealed that 41% of elementary 

school teachers do not incorporate teaching cursive, 

and 59% claim they covered cursive writing instruc-

tions. 45 states have adopted the Common Core 

State Standards which does not require learning 

cursive handwriting.  “Additionally, 63 percent of 

teachers regarded cursive writing skills as either 

‘Important or Very Important,” while 71 percent felt 

there would be long-term negative consequences 

associated with discontinuing cursive writing  

education.”     

(www.prweb.com)  

 

Lastly, cursive strengthens memory.    Neuropsy-

chology is the study of the relationship that occurs 

between behavior, emotions, and cognition on the 

hand and the function of the brain. This study shows  

that handwriting connects verbal and spatial regions 

in the brain that strengthen memory. The skill to  

understand lectures, thoughts, or ideas into words 

improves the quality of writing compared to someone 

who types. “According to the National Association of 

Colleges and Employers Job Outlook, employers who 

require skilled writing have noticed that employees 

whose education relied on typing for written work 

have a decreased level of writing quality than other 

staff”.  (www.thinkfun.com) 

 

 

See “Cursive” on 

page 9 
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The Founder’s Club 
($2,500-$4,999) 

The Principal’s Club 
($1,000-$2,499) 

The Scholar’s Club 
($5,000 & up) 

Your generous gift will carry on the vision of the 
Daughters of Mercy and the Augustinian Friars.  Their 
goal was to have a school where children could acquire 
a thorough Christian education.  

 

 Library Soft Seating $4,999+ 
 15 Standing Desks $3,000 
 100 Library Books $2,800 
 65”  J-Touch Board $2,500 

A gift at this level ensures the education and future of 
St. Mary School and can support  major upgrades to the 
school like: 
 

Build Innovation Studio:  $75,000 
Renovate & move library:  $30,000 
25 New Chromebooks:  $   6,250 
New bookshelves for library      $   5,000+ 
10 iPads     $   5,000 

 

A gift at this level can be in special  
recognition of one or all of our principals  
and can support: 
 

 1/2 Year Student Tuition: $2,400 
 10 New Standing Desks  $2,000 
 50 New Library Books: $1,400 
 4 New Chromebooks  $1,000 
 2 New iPads   $1,000 
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The Pastor’s Club 
($500-$999) 

For more than 30 years Sr. M.  Bernardine 
Lolli’s presence and devotion has been a 
mainstay in the St. Mary School  
community.  Her name is synonymous with 
St. Mary School.  Honor her with a gift to 
the annual fund that could help purchase: 
 

2 New Chromebooks  $500 
Sponsor a Student  $500 
1 New Standing Desk  $200 

Many pastors have made a substantial impact on St. Mary School.  
A gift at this level ensures their legacy and can  be used for: 
 

 5 New Standing Desks   $1,000 
 Middle School Spiritual Retreat $750 
 Sponsor an afterschool club: $500 
 1 New iPad:    $500 
 

The Sister Bernardine Lolli Club 
($250—$499) 

The Minds, Hearts  
& Service Club 

($10—$99) 

A gift at this level will help 
preserve the mission or our 

school and will influence lives 
of service.  

The 21st Century 
Learning Club 
($100—$249) 
A gift at this level will  
reinforce our goal to  

inspire minds through  
21st Century learning.  

The  “2000” Club 
This club is exclusively for  

Alumni who have graduated 
from St. Mary School from 

2000—2020 and may still be  
in high school or college . 

Consider donating $1.00 for  
every year since you graduated.  
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Have you ever heard the tragic story of the Titanic?  The 

Titanic was meant to be an unsinkable floating city until it 

sunk on April 14, 1912.  The ship was 882 feet 9 inches long 

and 104 feet tall hence the name “floating city.”  The ship 

was meant to leave Southampton England on April 10, 1912 

and travel to New York in America.  The ship had only  

finished the construction phase on May 31, 1911 and this 

was its maiden voyage.  There were many reasons for the 

sinking which have led to many laws being passed today.  

One reason for the Titanic’s sinking is because of its insuffi-

cient supply of lifeboats and binoculars.  Another reason for 

this is because the designer of the ship, Thomas Andrews, 

didn’t account for a scrape along the hull of the ship.  The 

scrape ended up being the demise of the Titanic, this dam-

age was dealt by a large iceberg afloat in the Atlantic Ocean.   

 

There are many different accounts of the crashing and sink-

ing of the Titanic from different people.  But after the whole 

tragedy was done the survivors,  mostly women and children, 

were brought to safety aboard the RMS Carpathia.  Many  

years later in 1985 the Titanic wreck was discovered by  

Robbert Ballard.  
 

With this wreck there have been many artifacts which 

have been discovered.  So, many scientists have  

debated on bringing these artifacts back up from the 

ocean floor.  But they don’t have unlimited time to do this 

because rusticles and erosion have been slowly  

destroying the Titanic and covering these artifacts in sand. 

I believe that the artifacts should be brought up for many  

reasons. One reason is because they can be used for 

important scientific studies and research.  Another reason 

is because they  can  used to gather more information 

about the passengers of the ship.  One final reason for 

this is because I believe they should be given to the de-

scendants or family of the passengers.  But, I do under-

stand why others would want to keep the artifacts on the 

ocean floor.  A reason some might believe this could be is 

that they think it is a grave and should be lift in peace and 

undisturbed.  

One Man’s Possession  
Another Man’s Artifact 

by Parker Ramsi, 6th Grade 

“Cursive” cont. from page: 6 
 

The other side in this issue states that learning 

cursive handwriting is not important. Points 

brought up on the opposing side include the im-

portance of typing skills. “When it comes to 21st 

century skills, typing is “in," and cursive is 

“out."  (www.info.thinkfun.com) Although the 

online world is powerful and resourceful, typing is 

something that can be taught in free time. Cursive 

should be taught in free time. Cursive should be 

taught in school because students don’t find it 

necessary to learn extra curriculum if it is shown 

by teachers as not important. Another point that 

would be brought up would discuss how it con-

veys information at a faster rate. CNN did a report 

and had 268 submissions sent in. They asked 

people to share samples of their handwriting. 

Many of the cursive letters that were sent were  

from adults. They claimed that learning cursive 

helped them throughout college because their 

notes were quicker and they remembered their 

information better which is absent in printing or 

typing. 

 

 

 

 

 

In summary, cursive should be kept in schools for 

many reasons. It helps students take quicker 

notes which benefits them in college and high 

school. It is also scientifically proven to help stu-

dents remember information and have neater note 

taking skills. Cursive handwriting is almost always 

required for legal documents and checks. Learn-

ing cursive can strengthen a person’s memory 

and enhance their academic performance. Teach-

ing cursive is not only a skill but a tool that can be 

applied in many different aspects in life.  
 

“Cursive vs. typing: Which should schools teach?” CNN, Rachel Rodriquez, Web. 

24 August  2011 www.cnn.com/2011/IREPORT/08/24/cursive.writing.irpt/index.html 

“National Poll Reveals That Cursive Writing Education Is In Danger.” Cision PR 

Web, Web. 29 April 2013 www.prweb.com/releases/2013/4/prweb10667809.htm  

“Pros and Cons Series part 3: Should Cursive Be Taught in School?” Think Fun, 

Web. 21 January 2017. 

http://info.thinkfun.com/stem-education/pros-and-cons-series-part-3-should-cu 

rsive-be-taught-in-school 

“What We Lose With the Decline of Cursive.” Edutopia, Tom Berger, Web. 10 March 

2017 

www.edutopia.org/article/what-we-lose-with-decline-cursive-tom-berger 

“5 Reasons Cursive Writing Should be Taught in School.” Concordia University, The 

Room 241 Team, Web. 6 November 2012 

education.cu-portland.edu/blog/classroom-resources/5-reasons-cursive-writing-

should-be-taught-in-school/ 

 

 

 

 

The End 

The St. Mary 2018/2019 Girls Basketball team had 
the unique opportunity to play at the Palestra are 
shown above with coach Brian Coyle.    
 
Below is an illustration of a Language Arts Project 
by Grace Zikowski.  The assignment was to create a 
gadget that would improve someone’s daily life or to 
improve on an existing invention.  
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Pope Pius IX, who as a boy had prayed before 

the picture in San Matteo, became interested 

in the discovery. But at that time, the ruins of 

San Matteo were in the grounds of  a convent 

of the Redemptorists -the Congregation of the 

Most Holy Redeemer,  founded by St. Alphon-

sus Liguori  (1696-1787).  

 

The Father General of the Redemptorists, 

Most Rev. Nicholas Mauron, decided to bring 

the whole matter to the attention of the 

Pope.  The Pope listened attentively and felt 

sure it was God’s will that the icon should be 

exposed to public veneration and the logical 

site was their church of St. Alphonsus, stand-

ing as it did between the Basilicas of St. Mary 

Major and St. John Lateran.  The Holy Father 

at once took a piece of paper and wrote a 

short memorandum ordering the Augustinian 

Fathers of St. Mary in Posterula to surrender 

the picture to the Redemptorists, on condition 

that the Redemptorists supply the Augustini-

ans with another picture of Our Lady or a 

good copy of the icon of Perpetual Help. 

 

The Icon meant much to the Augustinians, but 

when the two Redemptorists came armed 

with the Pope’s signed memorandum, what 

could they do but obey?  On January 19, 1866, 

Fathers Marchi and Bresciani brought the mi-

raculous picture to St. Alphonsus’ 

church.  Preparations were now made to inau-

gurate the new public reign of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help. On April 26th, a great proces-

sion was staged in which the picture was car-

ried throughout the Esquiline region of 

Rome.  Upon returning to the church, the pic-

ture was enthroned over the high altar, in a 

resplendent shrine-niche especially construct-

ed for it. 

 

The report of  marvelous healings spread rap-

idly throughout the city of Rome and people 

came by the hundreds to visit the shrine. Soon 

the whole area around the altar was filled 

with abandoned crutches and canes and  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
St.  Mary School’s Patron Saint 

When the Diocese of Camden Catholic Schools’ 
Office asked schools what date their feast day 
was,  we had some homework and research to 
do.  St. Mary’s Patron Saint is Our Lady of Per-
petual Help and it certainly makes sense since 
the Hermits of Saint Augustine are a huge part 
of Her origin and ours too!  The following is an 
excerpt of a story written by the Catholic New 
Agency:  
 

Also known as Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, is 

celebrated on  June 27 by the universal Church. 

The devotion to this Marian advocation revolves 

around the picture of Our Lady of Perpetual 

Succour,  painted on wood, with background of 

gold. It is Byzantine in style and is supposed to 

have been painted in the thirteenth century. It 

represents the Mother of God holding the    

Divine Child while the Archangels Michael and 

Gabriel presenting  Him the instruments of His 

Passion. Over the figures in the picture are 

some Greek letters which form the abbreviated 

words Mother of God, Jesus Christ, Archangel 

Michael, and Archangel Gabriel respectively. 

The icon  was brought to Rome towards the end 

of the fifteenth century by a pious merchant, 

who, dying there, ordered by his will that the 

picture should be exposed in a church for public 

veneration. It was exposed in the church of San 

Matteo in the famous Roman street of Via Mer-

ulana, which connects the basilicas of Saint 

Mary Major and Saint John Lateran. Crowds 

flocked to this church, and for nearly three hun-

dred years many graces were obtained through 

the intercession of the Blessed Virgin. The pic-

ture was then popularly called the Madonna di 

San Matteo. The church was served for a time 

by the Hermits of Saint Augustine. 

 

These Augustinians were still in charge when 

the French invaded Rome (1812) and destroyed 

the church. The picture disappeared; it re-

mained hidden and neglected for over forty  

years, but a series of providential circumstances 

between 1863 and 1865 led to its rediscovery in 

an oratory of the Augustinian Fathers at Santa 

Maria in Posterula. 

several whole glass-covered cabinets 

were filled with gold and silver thanks-

giving offerings in the shapes of minia-

ture hearts, arms, legs and other votive 

offerings.  Scarcely two weeks after the 

solemn exposition of the picture, Pope 

Pius IX himself came to visit the 

shrine.  He stood quietly before it for a 

long time and then exclaimed: “How 

beautiful she is!”. 

 

Pope Leo XIII, the next pontiff, had a 

copy of the picture on his desk so that 

he might see it constantly during his 

working day.  St. Pius X sent a copy of 

the icon to the Empress of Ethiopia and 

granted an indulgence of 100 days to 

anyone who repeated the phrase: 

“Mother of Perpetual Help, pray for us.” 

Pope Benedict XV had the picture of Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help placed immedi-

ately over his chair of state in the 

throne room.  Here it could be seen by 

all just over his head, as if to say: “Here 

is your true Queen!”. 
 

Pope Pius IX told the Redemptorists, in 

speaking to them of the treasure he had 

committed to their care: “Make her 

known!”  It seems as though they hardly 

needed the exhortation.  In the United 

States, they built the first Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help church in the Roxbury 

section of Boston, and it was eventually 

raised to the honor of a “Papal Basilica” 

by Pope Pius XII. 
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Jack Macaluso, St. Mary’s resident comedian  

entertains all at the Final Family Blast/Talent Show. 

Recently retired, Mrs. Mari Diorio with Wingstong the 

mascot for the National Lacrosse League's Philadelphia 

Wings who visited during Laps for Learning ‘19. 

Mr. Hogan leads a farewell ceremony for 

Mrs. Kaitlyn Dintino & Mrs. Patty Battersby. 

Mrs. Kimberly Abrams & Mrs. Erin Jackson all dolled 

up for the  Annual Grandparents’ Spectacular. 

Santa  made a special visit to  

all the students during Christmas.  



 

13 

Mission based fundraising is key to building community and strengthening 
relationships.  Our success story endures because of each and every one of 
you. Through your commitment and contributions to St. Mary School we re-
main a leader in Catholic education and ministry. These gifts support the cele-
bration of our faith; promote good citizenship and lead students to become 
children of God.   
 
The gifts recorded in this issue are from the 2018/2019 Annual Fund Drive.  

   Thank you to OUR DONORS! 2018/2019 School Year 

The Scholar’s Club ($5,000 + up) 
 

    In Memory of:  
Anonymous   
Mark & Sandy D'Onofrio  Pete & Enes Galetto  
    and Sr. Marie Pierre Galetto 
Diocese of Camden  
Robert & Holly Buono   
James & Faustina Geraci Scholarship  James & Faustina Geraci  
International Education Foundation   
St. Mary Grandparent Association   
The Westerman Foundation   
 

In Honor of: 
Austin & Margaret Maggioncalda Mr. Steven P. Hogan, Principal &  
    Fr. Robert L. Sinatra, Pastor 
 

The Founder’s Club ($2,500-$4,999) 
In Memory of:  

Jim Geraci   Rone - Geraci Families 
 
 

The Principal’s Club ($1,000-2,499) 
In Memory of: 

Bifulco Farms Inc   

Richard & Andrea Cheli   

Steven P. Hogan   Paul and Mona Hogan & 

    Sr. Mary McMahon, B.V.M. 

Chuck Gill   

Todd & Kristaann Corona  Louis & Joann Guaracini 

Donald A DeRossi   

Augie & Joanne Fabietti  Thomas Fabietti 

David and Mary Galetto  

Doris Graiff   Danny Graiff 

Stephen & Susanne Horvath Shirley Horvath &  

    Robert Scudder 

Kristine Kousmine  Andrew Kousmine 

Levari Trucking   Chadd Thomas Levari 

Richard & Sherry A Marolda   

PNC Matching Gift Program  

RASKOB Foundation   

Robertson Family   

Vincent & Judith Sacco  Rev. Edward Muscat 

Robert & Gina Zikowski  Robert Zikowski 

       

The Pastor’s Club ($500-$999) 

In Memory of: 

Joseph & Frances Andolaro 
Class Of 2019   
Brian and Kelly Davis  
Anne Marie Gavin  David J. Gavin 
Golden Learning Summer Camp   
Bill & Grace Hoffner   
Italian Cultural Foundation   
JNR Sound & Theatrical Lighting   
John & Carol Kirchman  Muffie & Ed Mc Andrews 
New Italy American Society   
Jack & Geraldine Quinlan 
 

In Honor of: 
 

Humberto and Elvira Pinzon Fr. Stephen LaRosa 
Charles & Arpita Sonalyia  Ariana Sonalyia 
 
 

The Sr. Bernardine Lolli Club ($250-$499)  
    In Memory of: 
Albert & Denise Battlini   
Box Tops For Education   
Valentina Chiarelli   
Kara D'Onofrio Byler & Family Sr. Marie Pierre Galetto &  
    Peter & Enes Galetto 
Russell & Debra Doyle   
Aldo Falasca   Gina Merighi 
Anthony R & Stacey Fanucci   
Debbie Franceschini   
Raymond Jackson  
Thomas & Leanne Merighi, Jr.    
Jana Mitchell   
PNC Matching Gift Program   
Thomas  & Mary Pontano   
Jack and Liliane Quinlan   
Anthony and Pauline Renzi Anthony Renzi III 
Brian &  Lisa Simkins  
Ray Yansick   
Mark & Lorie Zanni   

Events/Program Totals 

          

       Annual Fund  $ 171,000 

       Uncorked   $   38,000 

       Laps for Learning  $   30,000 

       A Ghost Tale   $     7,500 

       Bags & Bucks Bingo $   13,000 
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The 21st Century Learning Club ($100-$249) 
    In Memory of: 
Box Tops For Education   
Joan Brunozzi   Sam Brunozzi 
Steven & Gina Caimi  
Harry & Stephanie Callahan  
Joseph  & Grace Capizola  The Capizola &  
    Sylvester Families 
William & Donna Cedermark 
Enrico & Cathy Collini  
Robert & Katelyn Dintino 
Louis & Mari DiOrio   
Michael & Rachele D’Ippolito   
Mark & Sandy D’Onofrio  Dr. Ron Pomante 
James & Karen Green   
Knights Of Columbus Council 6621   
Andrew & Alice Kubiak 
Kenneth D Levari, Jr.  Ronald Shepherd, Jr. 
Lifetouch National School Studios     
Mariann Lilley   
Lucille Magolda 
Nick & Frances Magolda 
Patrick & Lauren McGrory 
Tim Mihok 
Newfield National Bank 
James Ney   Thomas Ney 
James & Paula Peery   
Susan M Reilly   
Ronald & Bonita Rossi  Dorothy Mattioli 
Kristina Sergi 
Showcase Sports   
St. Mary Grandparent Association Rosemary Buono 
St. Padre Pio Parish Senior Club   
 
    In Honor of: 
John & Toni Burdey Our wonderful custodial staff 
  

 
Special thanks for 100%  

participation from the: 

School Board of Limited Jurisdiction,   

St. Mary School Faculty and the St. Mary  

School Grandparents’ Association.  
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Keith Sawyer, Nathaiel 

Keen & Stephen 

Horvath play the “Three 

Blind Mice” at the spring 

Grandparents’ Spect- 

acular.  To the right is a 

designed by Riane 

Regucera ’19.  Riane’s 

poster took first plan  

National Woman’s  

Temperance Union Drug

-Free Poster contest.   
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We do our best to check our list for accuracy, but mistakes may be 
made, and your understanding is appreciated.  If you notice that your 
name has been omitted or misspelled in our listing, please accept our 
apology and contact us so that we can make the necessary correction. 

The Minds, Hearts & Service Club (up to $99) 
 
    In Memory of: 
Kim Allen 
Alexsander and Olga Boyarsky 
Mary Caregnato   Rosemary Buono   
Stephen & Patty Barse  Ronald Franceschini, Sr. 
 Anthony & Katy Battelini   
Larry & Louise Bertacchi   
James & Dorothy Bertoldi  Ronald Franceschini, Sr. 
Harry & Kathy Bowker   
Luz Carmona   
Gina Chiarelli   
Rudolph & Gladys Cinotti  Alfred Alimenti 
Brian & Lori Collini   
Kambrianna Corona  Louis & Joann Guaracini 
Kascinanna Maria Corona  Louis & Joann Guaracini 
Alexis & Mary Costa   
Fred & Lisa Cristelli   
Salvatore Curcuru   
DeMatte Oil Service, Inc.  Joseph Letizia 
Ronald & Juanita  
   Dickenson, Sr.    Virginia Pepe 
Mark & Sandy D'Onofrio  Dorothy Mendolia 
Russell & Debra Doyle   
Victor & Melanie Druziako  Joseph Battistini 
William & Kathleen Dugan  Joan Simpson 
Leo & Doris Duquette   
Anthony & Stacey Fanucci   
Paul & Carol Farinaccio 
 
    In Honor of: 
Douglas & Debra Anderson Thomas Green   
  

Top left:  Brooke Moorey altar serving at 

Catholic Schools Week Mass and Mrs. Patty  

Barse,  8th Grade Homeroom Teacher  is a 

Eucharistic Minister at St. Padre Pio Parish. 

Top right and bottom:  Milana DeMaria  and 

Logan Tuck reading the intentions at the 

annual May Crowning Mass in the St. Mary 

School gym.  

 SPECIAL GIFTS 
Thank you to those individuals  

who gave a restricted gift.  

 
Athletics 

Showcase Sports 
 

Art Department 

Bill & Grace Hoffner 
 

Catholic Schools Week 
Austin &  Margaret Maggioncalda 

 

In-Kind Gifts 
Rob & Holly Buono & The Greenview Inn 

Bill & Grace Hoffner 
Jeff & Jennifer Francesconi & Capital Concrete 

 

Library 

Douglas & Debra Anderson 

 

 Music 

Austin and Margaret Maggioncalda 

 

  Paper Parents 

Larry & Louise Bertacchi 

Alexsander & Olga Boyarsky 

Russell & Debra Doyle 

Anthony & Stacey Fanucci 

David & Lindsay Franceschini 

Douglas & Megan Hargrave 

Amanda Maurone 

Eric & Allison Pagliughi 

Richard & Carol Pepe 

Thomas  & Mary Pontano 

Ignacio Ramirez & Mariana Torres-Ortiz 

Brian & Lisa Simkins 

Anelia Teneva 

 

Technology 

Ray Yansick 

 

 Tuition Assistance 

Diocese Of Camden, Office of Catholic Schools 

Anthony & Pauline Renzi 

Anonymous  

 

 UFLO (United in Faith Latino Outreach) 

 The Westerman Foundation 
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DANIEL GRAIFF ‘77 

Rudolph & Gladys Cinotti 
Bob & Pat DeJong 
Barbara DeRuchie 
Doris Graiff 
Rose Graiff 
St. Mary Grandparent  
      Association 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNA SIMONI 
 

Beverly Anderson 
David & Stacy Bachinsky 

Anthony & Marianne Bagliani 
Bruce & Mary Etta Bedwell 

Rita Bertino 
Maryanne Brown 
Cecile R Chinnici 

Dennis & Patti Dalponte 
Paul & Carol Decker 

Robert H Decker 
Steven & Jeniece Decker 

Bob & Pat DeJong 
Leo &  Doris Duquette 

Sharon Franks 
Albert & Martha Graiff 

Doris Graiff 
Rose Graiff 

Christopher &  Barbara Hyser 
Bruce & Melanie Jones & Boys 

Donald & Claudia Lovisone 
Catherine Malench 

Matthew &  Amy McMahon 
Thomas &  Rita Pontano 

Phillip & Jodi Richter 
Martha D. Scalfo 

Nola Siciliano 
Gloria L Smith 

Michael & Andi Smith 
Dennis & Claudia Smith & Boys 

Lois J Sowinski 
Gasper & Cynthia Sparacio 
Paul & Jacqueline Sterchele 
Albert & Judith Tamagni, Jr. 

Tarabbio Farms, Inc. 
Johanne Venturi 

Albert & Bonnie Barbetto 
Joseph & Frances Andolaro 
Edward & Irene Avena 
David & Stacy Bachinsky 
Rita Bertino 
Herbert & Patricia Born 
Anthony  & Bonnie Brunozzi 
Joan Brunozzi 
Angela Bucca 
Pearl Bylone &  Audrey Couch 
Peter & Mannetta Bylone 
Mary Caregnato 
Barbara A. Carli 
Gino & Terri Ciancaglini 
Rudolph & Gladys Cinotti 
Dennis & Patti Dalponte 
Eric & Perugini,Demitroff 
Paula Doe 
Tomasina Forcinito 
Richard & Mary Fries 
Doris Graiff 
Greater Egg Harbor Regional          
   District Staff 
The Grossi Family 
Peter Grossi 
Carol Houk  
Bob & Trudy Imlay 

Dale & Edna Kessler 
Frank & Valerie LaMarro 
Landis Building Service &  
   Recycling LLC 
Brian & Suzanne Levari 
Louella Levari 
Karen Levy 
Michael & Kathleen Longini 
The Mattonelli & O’Gara Families 
Vincent &  Gerri Mazzeo 
James & Eileen McMahan 
Rodney Messiano 
Edward & Elizabeth Perugini 
James & Pamela Petrini 
Margaret Petrini 
Evelyn Pokorny 
Kenneth & Stephanie Pustizzi, Sr. 
Adriano & Antoinette Ricci 
LeeAnn Rohs & Nancy Sherwood 
SOCIA-South Ocean City  
   Improvement Association 
Tina Symanski & Albert DeRosa 
Robert & AnneMarie Ternay 
The Greater Egg Harbor  
 Regional Supervisors' Association 
Michael &Teresa Voronov 

MARIE  
GROSSI 

 

Joseph & Janet Bononcini 
Robert  & Roseann Crothers 
Eric & Roslyn DelFava 
Richard & Carla Giovinazzi 
Kathleen Kopreski 
Ronald & Bonita Rossi 
Rocco & Debra Tedesco 
Elizabeth Testa 
Robert & Constance Teti 
Max & Joanne Toffenetti 

 

DOROTHY MATTIOLI 

8th Grade Graduation Awards 

The following individuals and organizations sponsored  academic & achievement awards for our 2019 graduates.   
 

 Richard & Sherry A Marolda 
James & Eileen McMahan 

Catholic Daughters  
New Italy American Society 

Newfield National Bank 
John & Diane Ploch 

St. Mary Grandparent Association 
St. Mary School PTA 

St. Padre Pio Parish Adult Choir 
St. Padre Pio Parish Altar Rosary Society 

St. Padre Pio Parish Senior Club 
Stephen &  Gerry Volpe 

Stephen & Patricia Barse 
Harry & Stephanie Callahan 

Louis & Mari DiOrio 
Michael & Rachele D’Ippolito 
James & Dawn Francesconi 

Bill & Grace Hoffner 
Robert  & Joanne Hofstetter 

Knights Of Columbus Council 6621 
Andrew & Alice Kubiak 

Lucille Magolda 
Nick & Frances Magolda 

In loving memory of 

Nicholas Gruff.  

Each year families honor their 
loved ones with a donation to 
the Annual Fund and St. Mary 

School holds a mass and  
reception in memory of those 

who have passed away.   
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Commencement Challenge 
Kindergarten 

Anthony & Katy Battelini  Anthony Battelini 
Gina Chiarelli   Gianfranco DePew 
Nicole Chiarelli   Gianfranco DePew 
Valentina Chiarelli  Gianfranco DePew 
Brian & Lori Collini  Nico Collini 
Fred & Lisa Cristelli  Nico Collini 
Mommom & Poppop  Martini Nico Collini 
Alexis &  Mary Costa  Al Costa 
Russell & Debra Doyle  Sydney Doyle 
Anthony & Stacey Fanucci   Giavanna Fanucci 
David & Lindsay Franceschini David  Michael  
        Franceschini 
Thomas & Valarie Hayes  Autumn Hayes 
Nanny & Poppy   Autumn Hayes 
Thomas & Valarie Hayes  Bella Hayes 
Nanny & Poppy   Bella Hayes 
Alexander & Joan Curio  Zachary Jinks 
David  Jinks   Zachary Jinks 
Kevin Jinks   Zachary JInks 
Nicole Manning   Zachary Jinks 
Wallace & Jennifer Maines Gavin Maines 
Wallace & Jennifer Maines Jackson Maines 
Michael & LaurieAnn Lisiki  Megan Lisiki 
Grammy & Grampy Dennis Caleb Love 
Mark & Marcella Shepard  Caleb Love 
Erin Semus   Cara Mazzocca 
William & Joyce Semus  Cara Mazzocca 
Patrick & Lauren McGrory  Julia McGrory 
Jana Mitchell   Gianna Mitchell 
Gerard & Kelly  Moughan  Bryn Moughan 
Thomas & Mary Pontano  Madison Pontano 
Jack & Liliane Quinlan  Jack Quinlan 
Dominick & Joan Surace  Carmella Surace 
Nick & Kathleen Surace  Carmella Surace 
Myra  & David Geri  Giuliana Zanni 
Mark & Lorie Zanni  Giuliana Zanni 
 

Scholarships 
Each year, St. Mary School students receive scholarships and awards from area high schools based 

on their academic skills.  We would like to acknowledge those students and their awards.  

Miranda Holder   $3,000   Black Catholic Ministry  
High School Scholarship 
 

Riane Regucera   $2,000  Our Lady of Mercy Academy 
($500/year)  Academic Scholarship 
 

Drew Coyle  $4,000  Entrance Exam Scholarship  
($1,000/year)  Our Lady of Mercy Academy 

 

Olivia Matias  $8,000  St. Joseph High School 
($2,000/year) Academic Scholarship 

Placement Exam St. Joe’s 
 (2nd Place) 

 

Jenna Calchi  $4,000  St. Joseph High School  
($1,000/year)  Academic Scholarship 

based on HSPT test  
 

Connor Allen  $4,000  St. Joseph High School  
($1,000/year)  Scholarship 

 

Sean Robertson   $3,000  St. Joseph High School  
($750/year)  Academic Scholarship 

based on HSPT test 
 

Riane Regucera  $3,000  St. Joseph High School  
($750/year)  Academic Scholarship 

Total Scholarships $31,000.00 
 

CCTEC Placement    

In 2019, 740 students from Cumberland County took the placement exam at John F. Scarpa  
Technical Education Center of Cumberland County and only 240 were accepted as freshmen.  

Six of those were St. Mary School students. 
 

Jeffrey Cullis Engineering Only 40 students accepted  
Jessica Simkins   into program.  St. Mary School  
Francesca Knight  students make up 10% of the class.  
Lucas Jimenez   These students will earn an Associate  

Degree from Rowan should they continue 
their education at Rowan when they gradu-
ate.  

 

Ava Felice Law  Only 20 students accepted  
Enforcement into the program 

 

Connor Allen Health  Only 40 students accepted  
  Sciences into the program 
 

The scholarships and awards listed above were provided by parents, students or the school or organization noted. 
We thank those who provided us with the details and apologize in advance for any errors or omissions. 

8th Grade 

Kim Allen   Connor Allen 
Alexander & Zenaida Hegedus Brandon Bispo 
Brian & Brooke Coyle  Drew Coyle 
Jeff & Enilda Cullis  Jeffrey Cullis 
Paul & Carol Farinaccio  Doug Farinaccio 
Chip & Holly Ottinger, Jr.   Chad Ottinger 
The Robertson Family  Sean Robertson 
Brian & Lisa Simkins  Jessica Simkins 
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Top (left to right): Student Council members presenting 
check to Habitat for Humanity.  Mrs. Mariann Lilley, 
Mrs. Kristine Sergi with Spirit & Truth ministries during a 
presentation to the Pre-K3 and 3rd grade classes.  
Bottom (left to right): Dr. David Galetto, ‘69 pays of visit 
to third grade to talk about his job and his time at        
St. Mary School, Mia Bristow in a large serving bowl 
during a presentation from Spirit and Truth Ministries. 
and Mr. Nick Surace, Mr. Scott Sachetti, ‘ 83 and  
Mr. John Grippo at the 2019 Final Family Blast and 
Talent Show.  

 
  www.smrschool.org 
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St. Padre Pio Parish 
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Vineland, NJ 08360 


